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Hubbard: Hard work ought to be the normal routine of us who serve a carpenter-Christ, who follow the lead 
of a tentmaker-apostle, and who call ourselves children of a Father who is still working (John 5:17).  
 
There is a difference between those who can’t work and those who won’t work. Christians should never be 
in the 2nd group.  
 

A THEOLOGY OF WORK: 
1. God is a worker  

a. God creates in Genesis 1, and in Genesis 1:31 it says that God looks at all of his work and 
declares it to be very good. So the Bible tells us that God is a worker, and He does his work 
very, very well. Thus when you and I do our work well – we are imaging God 

i. Piper: When he sends us forth to work in his image, to be sure, our ditches are to be 
dug straight, our pipefittings are not to leak, our cabinet corners should be flush, our 
surgical incisions should be clean, our typing sharp and accurate, our meals nutritious 
and attractive, because God is a God of order and beauty and competence. 

b. God is still working – John 5:17 
2. God commissioned our work 

a. Work was a commission not a curse – Gen 1 and Gen. 2 
b. Piper: before the fall of man into sin, there are no negative connotations about work 
c. At the heart of the meaning of work is creativity. If you are God, your work is to create out of 

nothing. If you are human, your work is to take what God has made and shape it and use it 
for good purposes. 

d. Stevens: Good work is purposeful energy that brings glory to God and serves our neighbor.  
e. Gen. 3 - But when they chose to be self-reliant and rejected God's fatherly guidance and 

provision, God subjected them to the very thing they chose: self-reliance. From now on, he 
says, if you eat, it will be because you toil and sweat 

f. In Genesis 3, this becomes more complicated because God curses the ground. What that 
means is everything under our dominion that we’re supposed to be working on fights against 
us, and it’s going to take a lot more effort to do a good job and to produce well in our labors. 

3. God uses our work to provide for our needs and the needs of others 
a. Three passages of Scripture make this plain. In 1 Timothy 5:8 Paul speaks to children and 

grandchildren regarding the aged widows: "If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and 
especially for his own family, he has disowned the faith and is worse than an unbeliever." In 
Acts 20:35 Paul refers to his own manual labor and then says, "In all things I have shown you 
that by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" Then in Ephesians 4:28 Paul doesn't settle 
for saying: "Don't steal, work!" He says, "Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, 
doing honest work with his hands, so that he may be able to give to those in need." 

4. God uses our works as a means of advancing His Gospel  
a. 1 Thess. 4:11-12 “aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your 

hands, as we instructed you, so that you may live properly before outsiders and be 
dependent on no one.”  

b. Seminary guys and reputation at FedEx 
c. Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing 

that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord 
Christ.” 

i. If you do not work at your job as unto the Lord, your coworkers probably don’t want to 
hear your evangelistic presentation.  

ii. There are people who do the minimum work necessary just to get a paycheck. Those 
people better not be Christians.  

iii. If you proclaim your work ethic more than you demonstrate it, then there is a problem.  
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Timothy%205.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2020.35
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%204.28


PROVERBS: 
Hubbard: Work is one of the chief marks of wisdom. Israel’s teachers never let their students forget that.  
 
The implications of diligence and laziness form the subject of some eighteen proverbs, almost one of every 
twenty in the collection that runs from 10:1-22:16. They do not cluster. Four are the most to be found in any 
chapter, but they insist on being heard, so central is their message to all that Proverbs stands for.  
 
Lesson #1 – Learn from the ant – Prov. 6:6-11 

 Consider the ant’s ways and be wise  

 Present ease is all the sluggard thinks about. The future he carefully keeps out of sight 

 When Jesus tells us not to worry about what we are to eat – He does not mean sit and do nothing, 
rather He means do not be anxious, thus showing you do not trust Him 

 
You might be a sluggard if… 

 You dip your hand in a bowl but are too lazy to bring your hand to your mouth (Prov. 19:24) 

 You lay in your bed so much, that you when you turn you grown like a squeaky door as it rotates in 
its hinge (26:14) 

 You make up an outrageous reason for why you can’t go to work, like “there may be a lion outside” 
(22:13) 

 You are like vinegar in your boss’s teeth or smoke in their eyes (Prov. 10:26) 

 You don’t plant seeds in the critical growing season, yet still go out at harvest expecting something 
to be there (20:4) 

 You do not roast what you killed (12:27) 

 Kidner: Basically sluggards: will not begin things . . . will not finish things . . . will not face things. . . . 
Consequently they are restless (13:4; 21:25, 26) with unsatisfied desire; helpless in the face of the 
tangle of their affairs, which are like a ‘hedge of thorns’ (15:19); and useless – expensively (18:9) 
and exasperatingly (10:26) – to any who must employ them.  

 The sluggard may have strong desire (13:4) but for the wrong things. The longings are deadly 
(21:25) and they lead to the futile pursuit of emptiness (12:11) 

 
Motivations: 

 Positive:  
o Survival – 16:26 A worker's appetite works for him; his mouth urges him on. 

 Negative:  
o Apathy – 19:24; 21:25 

 19:24 The sluggard buries his hand in the dish and will not even bring it back to his 
mouth. 

 21:25 The desire of the sluggard kills him, for his hands refuse to labor. 
o Anxiety – 22:13 The sluggard says, "There is a lion outside! I shall be killed in the streets! 

 20:4 The sluggard does not plow in the autumn; he will seek at harvest and have 
nothing. 

 
Results:  

1. Negative:  
o Destruction – 18:9 Whoever is slack in his work is a brother to him who destroys. 
o Poverty – 6:11; 10:4; 28:19 

1. 6:11 and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man. 
2. 10:4 A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich. 
3. 28:19 Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he who follows worthless 

pursuits will have plenty of poverty. 
o Hunger – 19:15; 20:4 

1. 19:15 Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep, and an idle person will suffer hunger. 
2. 20:4 The sluggard does not plow in the autumn; he will seek at harvest and have 

nothing. 



2. Positive:  
o Profit – 14:23 In all toil there is profit, but mere talk tends only to poverty. 
o Bread – 12:11; 13:4; 19:15; 20:13 

1. 12:11 Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he who follows worthless 
pursuits lacks sense. 

2. 13:4 The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is 
richly supplied. 

3. 20:13 Love not sleep, lest you come to poverty; open your eyes, and you will have 
plenty of bread. 

o Prestige – 10:5; 22:29 
1. 10:5 He who gathers in summer is a prudent son, but he who sleeps in harvest is a 

son who brings shame. 
2. 22:29 Do you see a man skillful in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not 

stand before obscure men. 
o Well-being – 15:19 

1. 15:19 The way of a sluggard is like a hedge of thorns, but the path of the upright is a 
level highway. 

o Power – 12:24 The hand of the diligent will rule, while the slothful will be put to forced labor. 
o Wealth – 10:4; 12:27 

1. 10:4 A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich. 
2. 12:27 Whoever is slothful will not roast his game, but the diligent man will get 

precious wealth. 
 

TWO MYTHS ABOUT WORK: 

 Work is only what you get paid to do 
o Ecclesiastes 9:10 says, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might; for in the 

grave, where you’re going, there’s neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.” 
1 Corinthians 10:31, “So whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory 
of God.” Colossians 3, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart.” You guys see the 
word there? “Whatever.” 

o Driscoll:  
1. How many of you here are students? That is your work. That’s your work right now, 

and you need to do a good job. 
2. Any mothers, stay-at-home moms? That’s your work. You’re not getting paid for it. 

That’s why I hate it when I introduce my wife to people, and they say, “Oh, what do 
you do for a living?” She says, “I stay home with the kids.” “Oh, so you don’t have a 
job?” “Yeah, I have a job. I wish I worked 40 hours a week. That’d be like vacation for 
me. I have a job.” 

3. If you’re a – let’s say you’re a son or a daughter who’s young and has household 
chores. You’re working. Mowing the lawn, doing the dishes, cleaning up your 
bedroom. That’s working. That’s your job. Even if you’re not getting an allowance, if 
you’re not getting paid for it, you’re working. 

 There are such things as Christian and non-Christian jobs 
o There’s a large number of people in the Bible that are working in a large variety of vocations. 

Fishing, farming, agriculture, livestock, textiles, clothing manufacturing, education, 
investment, politics, parenting, being a mom. Law. Military. 

o What makes a job Christian is not the job or the Christian working the job. It takes the job, a 
Christian working the job, and a Christian working the job in a biblical way. That’s what 
makes a job Christian. So a Christian job has very little to do with the job and has a lot more 
to do with you and how you work the job, because even if a Christian has a good job and 
they don’t work biblically, it’s still not a very good job. They’re not doing a good job, so they’re 
not being biblical. 

o Driscoll:  
1. If I were to ask you “What is the most holy job you can have?” most of you would tell 

me, “To be a pastor; that’s the holiest thing you can do.” The Bible never teaches 



that. many of you were raised in youth groups and were told if you really are serious 
about God, what do you need to do? Go into ministry or go to the mission field, which 
isn’t a problem if God has called you into ministry or the mission field. 

2. But what does that mean? That everyone who’s not in ministry or the mission field is 
sort of junior-varsity Christian; they’re not really sold out?  

3. Being a pastor is not a holier job than being a plumber – how many of you are 
grateful when a plumber does an excellent job at a fair price?  

 

TWO EXAMPLES OF HARD WORKERS: 
Paul: 

 2 Thess. 3:6-12 
 
Jesus: 

 John 4:6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside 
the well. It was about the sixth hour 

 John 4:34 My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His Work 

 John 5:17 “But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is working until now, and I am working.’” 

 John 6:38, 40 “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will but the will of Him who 
sent Me. . . . For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in 
Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 

 Matthew 20:28 “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom 
for many.” 

 He worked and earned our salvation – not just so that we would not have to, but because we would 
never be able to do so. 

 The most important work in the history of the world is what Christ did upon the cross  

 John 17:4  “I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.”  
 

SHERPHERDING YOUR HOME – DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

 Is your view of work and God’s view of work the same? Why or why not? 

 Do you see work as a commission or as a curse?  

 Why is work “good?” 

 Does the way you do your work give testimony to the Gospel in your life?  

 The authors in Proverbs see the person who works hard as wise, why is this true? 

 What are some of the benefits that Proverbs lists for those who work hard?  

 Why is work more than just what we get paid for? In light of this, what is your work? 

 In what ways are you challenged by Paul’s example of hard work  

 In what ways are you thankful for the work God did through Christ on the cross?  

 Why is Christ and His Gospel our only hope to be hard workers like Him? 

 In what ways is your work glorifying to God?  

 In the power of the Spirit, what needs to change about the way you work?  
 
 
 


